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CONFIDENTIAL KINGSTON 7409 
E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS, PINT, PFOR, JM, CU 
SUBJECT: CUBAN HELP FOR HOME GUARD 

REF: KINGSTON 7370 

1 . ACCORDING TO A PRESS RELEASE FROM THE AGENCY FOR PUBLIC 
INFORMATION (API) ROY MCGANN, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY IN THE 
PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE HOME 

GUARD AND THE JAMAICA DEFENCE FORCE (JDF), IS PRESENTLY 
IN CUBA. HE LEFT JAMAICA ON DECEMBER 4 ON A TEN-DAY VISIT. 

THE API RELEASE STATES THAT THE VISIT CENTERS ON THE 
CUBAN MICRO-DAM PROGRAM WHICH "THE ARMY WILL BE UNDER- 
TAKING WITH GREATER EMPHASIS..." THE RELEASE ALSO 
STATED THAT THE JDF HAS RECRUITED A NUMBER OF ELECTRI- 
CIANS. PLUMBERS, MASONS, DRIVERS AND EQUIPMENT OPEA- 
TORS WHO ARE NOW UNDERGOING BASIC MILITARY TRAINING 
AND ARE EXPECTED TO BEGIN WORK ON MICRO-DAMS IN APRIL. 

2. COMMENT: MCGANN HAS BEEN A CHIEF PROPONENT OF AN 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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ACTIVE AND AUGMENTED HOME GUARD. HIS VISIT TO CUBA 
WILL BE VIEWED WITH MISGIVING BY THOSE JAMAICANS WHO 
FEAR THAT THE HOME GUARD WILL BE PUT TO POLITICAL USES. 

THESE FEARS HAVE ALREADY RECEIVED A BOOST FROM NATIONAL 
SECURITY MINISTER KEBLE MUNN'S ANNOUNCEMENT OF A RE- 
QUEST FOR CUBAN ASSISTANCE FOR THE HOME GUARD (SEE 
REFTEL). THE REFERENCE IN THE API RELEASE TO THE 
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RECRUITMENT OF CONSTRUCTION WORKERS WILL ALSO CAUSE 
CONCERN. MANY HERE WILL CONCLUDE THAT THE CONSTRUCTION 
RECRUITS ARE BEING DRAWN FROM THE JAMAICA CONSTRUCTION 
BRIGADES TRAINED IN CUBA. 

IRVING 
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